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LEOPOLDO DE SIMONE & SALVATORE PASTA

DISCOVERY OF CONVOLVULUS CNEORUM L.
ON THE ISLAND OF MARETTIMO (SICILY, ITALY)

Rinvenimento di Convolvulus cneorum L. sull’isola di Marettimo (Sicilia, Italia)

Convolvulus cneorum L. is a shrub endemic to the central Mediterranean
Region, showing an extremely scattered and discontinuous distribution pat-
tern. It is recorded from the coastal areas of Croatia, Albania, Italy and
Tunisia, while its presence is doubtful for the Iberian Peninsula (WoOD ez al.,
2015; RAAB-STRAUBE, 2018). As for peninsular Italy, it is known from Tuscany,
Campania (including the small islands of Li Galli and Capri), Calabria and
doubtfully from Latium (CONTI et al., 2005; PIGNATTI ¢t al., 2018). Regard-
ing the major islands, it has been found very recently in Sardinia (BARTOLUC-
CI et al., 2016), while its presence in Sicily is well known since centuries
(CUPANI, 1696; BOCCONE, 1697; LINNE, 1753). More in detail, it occurs in the
wild in the districts of Palermo (Mt. Pellegrino, Mt. Gallo and Mt. Catalfano:
GUSSONE, 1843; LOJACONO-POJERO, 1907; RAIMONDO, 1993; GRISTINA &
MARCENO, 2008), and Trapani, namely at Mt. Cofano and Capo San Vito
(GUSSONE, 1843; PONZO, 1900; GIANGUZZI et al., 2005) and on Mt. Passo del
Lupo and Portella San Giovanni within the Nature Reserve of Zingaro (RAI-
MONDO et al., 1986; RAIMONDO & ScHIcCHI, 2000).

This note points out that C. crzeorum also occurs on Marettimo Island,
where two individuals were observed growing in the rock cracks and ledges
at the margin of a very steep (80-90°) NW-facing dolomitic cliff (Fig. 1)
between the localities Bonagia and Capo Bianco at 273 m a.s.l. (L. de Simone,
27.V.2018, coord. 37.984628 N; 12.040519 E, EPSG: 4326). Further surveys
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are needed to verify if the cliff-dwelling community, where C. czeorum grows
together with Iberis semperflorens L. and Pseudoscabiosa limonifolia (Vahl)
Devesa, corresponds to Bupleuro dianthifolii-Scabiosetum limonifoliae,
described from Marettimo by BRULLO & MARCENO (1979).
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Fig. 1 — Individual of Convolvulus cneorum growing on a ledge along the western side of Maretti-
mo Island (photo: L. de Simone).

Systematic surveys on local cliff vegetation carried out in all the other
sectors of the island suggest that C. cneorum grows only on the western side
of Marettimo. The two individuals observed were located a short distance
apart, in one of the few accessible areas of this sector of the island.

Further field surveys, possibly with the aid of an unmanned aerial sys-
tem, are necessary to verify if the vast and hardly accessible cliff system of this
side of the island hosts a more conspicuous population of C. czeorum, the first
ever reported for a small Sicilian island.

On the one hand, the finding of C. crzeorum at Marettimo confirms the
enormous biogeographical interest of this island (PASTA & LA MANTIA, 2013)
and the great floristic richness of its cliff habitats (FRANCINI CORTI, 1968), on
the other hand underlines the strong biogeographic affinity of the Egadi
Archipelago with the coastal limestone massifs of the districts of Trapani and
Palermo (SPADARO, 2006; GIANGUZZI et al., 2012; GUARINO & PASTA, 2018).
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Finally, this floristic report demonstrates that not even the vascular flora
of an island subject to repeated and careful botanical surveys (e.g., GUSSONE,
1832, 1834; FRANCINI & MESSERI, 1956; BRULLO & MARCENO, 1979, 1983;
CATANZARO, 1984; GIANGUZZI et al., 2006) can be considered fully known, as
it has been already highlighted by the recent additions from SCUDERT (2008),
BRULLO ez al. (2009) and GIANGUZZI et al. (2023).
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