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With almost 5,000 islands and islets, the
Mediterranean basin has one of the larg-
est groups of islands in the world and yet,
despite valuable initiatives, there exists a
pressing need to adopt a shared vision for
the preservation of Mediterranean islands
and the unique biodiversity they sustain.
The strategy and action plan, outlined in
what follows, for Mediterranean islands
has a clear purpose to: strengthen and
improve management efficiency in pro-
tected areas and other natural spaces,
along with promoting an integrated ap-
proach that will lead to changes in pro-
duction and consumption models that
benefit biodiversity.

The aim of the strategy is to help realize
the vision of productive and biologically
diverse Mediterranean islands that can
meet the long term needs of people and
nature, stop further loss of biodiversity
and assist in the recovery of threatened
Mediterranean island biota by 2030.

Addressed to public authorities, conser-
vation bodies and relevant actors working
throughout the Mediterranean region, it is
hoped that the present strategy brings
biodiversity to the forefront and highlights
its importance as a key pillar for support-
ing continued socioeconomic develop-
ment and resilience of Mediterranean is-
lands that will ensure a brighter tomorrow.

The Mediterranean Islands Collective
(MIC), financed by the MAVA foundation,

has developed this strategy through ex-
tensive collaboration with project part-
ners, pilot projects, and in-depth consul-
tations at national and regional level. The
implementation and progression of the
strategy will continue to be led by MIC
partners, in a coordination role. However,
it is strongly recognized that the respon-
sibility for its delivery is shared across rel-
evant regional and EU organisations, lo-
cal and national governments, business,
environmental and community groups
and private individuals throughout the
Mediterranean region.

The strategy and action plan presented
below is beneficial as it builds off proj-
ects, work and initiatives that are already
underway or have been trialled through-
out the region, working to protect and
care for coastal, marine and island en-
vironments. Rather than re-inventing the
wheel it is hoped that this strategy is seen
to bring all this existing work together,
adding leadership, greater coordination
of efforts, and a fresh momentum at a
much larger Mediterranean scale.

Shaped by results of pilot projects and
consultations, the Mediterranean islands
strategy and action plan seeks to min-
imise the threats facing the region’s is-
lands and maximise opportunities. The
strategy sets out six strategic pillars and
a range of actions and measures to help
its delivery:
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Strengthen knowledge and raise awareness

on Mediterranean islands

Actions will be aimed at:

Advancing inventories and map-
ping of biodiversity hotspots at local
level (species, habitats, ecosystem
services) particularly on lesser re-
searched islands, endangered spe-
cies and taxa, and degraded sites;

Developing an integrated regional in-
sular biodiversity database with the
mapping of Key Island Biodiversity
Areas;

Supporting local-based research ini-
tiatives on biodiversity;

Helping local communities under-
stand biodiversity conservation on the
islands;

Sharing knowledge (data, best prac-
tices, etc) using up-to-date commu-
nication means at local, national and
regional levels.
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Embed capacity for biodiversity conservation
and sustainable management at the island level

Actions will be aimed at:

Developing and implementing capac-
ity-building programmes addressing
specific needs on biodiversity conser-
vation at local, national and regional
levels;

Promoting initiatives engaging the so-
cioeconomic sector on conserva-

tion and sustainable use of biodiversity
(e.g., sustainable nature-based tourism,
fisheries, agriculture);

Training protected area managers and
technicians on the fundamentals of a
co-management approach.

Pilot the development and implementation of island-
level joint initiatives in conservation and restoration
of biodiversity and its ecosystems

Actions will be aimed at:

Developing restoration initiatives on
degraded sites and important habi-
tats, species and ecosystems;

Enhancing marine invasive alien
species control measures and pro-
grammes;

Promoting  co-management  ap-
proaches at the level of island based
protected areas.

Promote sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystem

services for living islands

Actions will be aimed at:

Supporting the inclusion of biodiver-
sity conservation in all public, nation-
al, and local policies, strategies and
plans;

Facilitating stakeholders’ participation
and engagement in biodiversity con-
servation actions;

Promoting citizen-science initiatives
related to island biodiversity conser-
vation;

Engaging with relevant sectors and
developing environmentally sound,
and economically viable, activities in
the fields of tourism, agriculture and
fishing at the local level (e.g., develop-
ing circular economy dynamics, en-
hancing local value chains, integrated
water resource management).
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Build a strong community of practices to
reconnect biodiversity conservation with resilient

island communities

Actions will be aimed at:

Developing and implementing an in-
tegrated regional communication pro-
gramme for island biodiversity con-
servation (e.g., create a user friendly
and attractive design for the strategy
and promote its dissemination)

Implementing a regional capacity
building and transfer knowledge pro-
gramme on island biodiversity man-
agement and conservation;

Ensuring a Mediterranean participa-
tion/voice in relevant international bio-
diversity fora.

Facilitate financing and government support for long
term and sustainable programmes to reach island

conservation

Actions will be aimed at:

Creating a permanent observatory/fo-
rum and Secretariat of Mediterranean
Island Biodiversity Conservation;

Identifying and mapping potential do-
nors for long-term conservation goals;

Ensuring regular review and updates
of Mediterranean lIsland Biodiversity
Conservation priorities.
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This is a long-term strategy, ten years is
proposed for its implementation, which
will undergo periodical review. MIC part-
ners will be responsible for monitoring the
progress of its implementation and deliv-
ery. As a long-term strategy the objec-

tives and actions that underpin the strate- -

gy will be achieved in the short, medium, -
and long term, depending on the objec- . Cel®
tives and complexity and collaboration RN

required. Annual progress reports will be et
produced at island level, enabling an in- '
tegrated analysis and evaluation, and fa-
cilitating the exchange of experience be- .

tween Mediterranean islands. A mid-term .
review will be carried out at the end of the T
fourth year, allowing for adjustments, and ' . :
again at the end of the ten years, ensur- ! ‘ )
ing a positive difference is being achieved , o ) S
through this work. . . - ’.

In addition, MIC partners aim to create a : L ¢ - ol
representative observatory for the differ- !
ent relevant sectors that will be respon-
sible for analysing developments in the : ’ _—
different strategic guidelines and specific S g
actions.
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Islands represent about 6% of the Earth’s
terrestrial areas, hosting the greatest con-
centration of biodiversity and sadly the
highest number of species extinctions.
They are home to 20% of all known ani-
mal and plant species, and therefore play
an enormously important role in preserv-
ing global biodiversity, from ecologically
and economically’.

Biodiversity refers to the variety of
life on Earth in all its forms, levels and
combinations: genetic diversity, spe-
cies diversity, and ecosystem diver-
sity. In addition to the intrinsic value
of life, biodiversity provides essential
ecosystem services. The Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and De-
velopment (OCDE) and the World Eco-
nomic Forum indicate that ecosystem
services of world biodiversity are esti-
mated to be worth USD 125-140 trillion
per year, representing more than half
of the global gross domestic product?.

Islands represent key refuges for biodi-
versity, particularly where rare and threat-
ened species are struggling to survive on
the continental coasts, but are themselves
being more and more threatened?®. Island
species are often evolutionarily distinctive
and highly vulnerable to novel disturbanc-
es, particularly invasive species®. The
degradation of natural systems due
to human activity and the consequent
loss of biodiversity is a global prob-
lem that requires urgent worldwide
intervention. Unprecedented increases
in consumption associated with demo-
graphic growth and the extractive nature
and intensity of production systems are
exerting a constant and ever-increasing
pressure on biodiversity. This pressure is
resulting in profound changes to natural
habitats, loss of species, contamination
and a consequent loss in ecosystems’
ability to regenerate and continue to pro-
vide essential ecosystem services that
are fundamental to mankind’s survival. It
is widely acknowledged by scientists and

international organisations that islands
are an outstanding source of biodiversi-
ty as they host a significant proportion of
endangered species®.

However, their evolutionary distinctive-
ness and high vulnerability make islands
extinction epicentres. Island species have
increased vulnerability as they have di-
minished dispersal capability, smaller
restricted habitats and tend to evolve in
competition with relatively few other spe-
cies. As a result, they develop survival
strategies based on interdependency,
co-evolution, and mutualism rather than
defence mechanisms against a broad
range of predators, competitors and other
external threats. For this reason, many is-
land species have become rare or threat-
ened, and islands have a disproportionate
number of recorded species extinctions
when compared to continental systems®”’.
To date, approximately 75% of reptile,
bird, amphibian and mammal extinctions
combined have occurred on islands®.

1.1.

The Mediterranean islands

and their biodiversity

With almost 5,000 islands and islets (fig-
ures differ a little from one authority to
the other), the Mediterranean basin has
one of the largest groups of islands in the
world. The region is of great importance
to global biodiversity thanks to its wealth
of species, relatively high rate of ende-
mism, long species history, as well as its
role as a natural laboratory for evolution-
ary studies®. Approximately 4,000 of the
islands are smaller than 10 km? in area
and 162 of the islands are at least 10 km?
8. The nine Mediterranean islands that are
over 1,000km? account for 83% of the to-
tal island area®. Small islands of less than
10 km? represent more than 85% of the
Mediterranean’s island units.
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The Mediterranean basin has a com-
plex geological history which means
some islands have much higher prox-
imity to continental coasts than others
and some have been isolated for much
longer. This combined with the high
topographical and ecological variation
of this region and the reduced severity
of Quaternary climatic oscillations have
produced a flora and fauna of excep-
tional diversity®'°. lIsolation resulting
from insularity has led certain species
to evolve genetically, particularly on the
islands, creating high levels of ende-
mism?®. As a result of this unique sit-
uation the Mediterranean represents
the second most important hotspot
on Earth.

Thanks to speciation occurring on is-
lands, endemism is higher, a fact that
mechanically increases genetic diversi-
ty and means that species can be found
on only one or a group of islands. Small
islands provide natural and undisturbed
habitats for specific flora and fauna as
well as unique biodiversity assemblag-
es. Islands also represent the only ref-
uges left for species that have disap-
peared from continental areas and act
as a refuge for endangered species,
such as populations of seabirds that
are found almost exclusively on small
islands. Species occasionally behave
differently on islands due to food re-
source scarcity and absence of pre-
dation — showing changes in their diet
and island tameness®’. These specific
behaviours make them more vulnerable
but also represent a behavioural diver-
sity that deserves to be protected.

All this rich biodiversity and life in the
Mediterranean has attracted and sus-
tained mankind since antiquity. Span-
ning 22 countries, the Mediterranean’s
coastline exceeds 46,000 km. The
coastline and islands are the most pro-
ductive areas and therefore the most
attractive for economic activities and
development. Indeed, of the 529 million
inhabitants in the Mediterranean, ap-

proximately one third are located along
the coasts and 55% live in coastal hy-
drological basins''. This means a con-
siderable amount of the total population
is concentrated in a very small area and
that Mediterranean ecosystems have
been altered in many ways'. Develop-
ment, urbanisation and continual ex-
ploitation and use of natural resources
is putting incredible strain on the Med-
iterranean’s biodiversity, particularly on
its islands. The impact from human ac-
tivities is proportionally stronger in the
Mediterranean than in any other sea of
the world "'® (and see Louis Brigand et
al., UNEP - BP/RAC, 1991 cited in ™).

These 529 million inhabitants are reli-
ant upon the Mediterranean’s natural
resources and the ecosystem services
it provides; however, its unique ecosys-
tems are significantly degraded by a
growing number of drivers of change.
Habitat degradation and loss are being
accentuated in the Mediterranean (and
on its islands) by human activities that
are transforming the coast, the land
and the sea in response to the needs
for agriculture, pastures, ports and oth-
er infrastructures, settlements, tourist
resorts and leisure activities, etc. In ad-
dition, we are now seeing the impacts
from climate change at rates beyond
experts’ expectations, and increasingly
worrying trends in disturbances caused
by invasive species. As some charac-
teristics of islands worsen the environ-
mental and climate change challenges
these threats are increasing the vulner-
ability of native and endemic species
found throughout the basin, but espe-
cially on islands. Islands’ limited space
and isolation highly restrict the mobility
of some species and therefore increase
the consequences of events such as
heat waves or droughts and explain
why the arrival of invasive species can
have severe consequences for native
species and island assemblages on
islands and in other settings with high
proportions of endemic species™.
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Small islands are of special interest for
sustainable development because of
the aforementioned unique character-
istics and vulnerabilities. They are eco-
logically fragile, have limited resourc-
es, are susceptible to natural disasters
and increasingly vulnerable to climate
change and invasive species. At the
same time, island ecosystems provide
valuable provisioning, regulating and
cultural ecosystem services to island
communities and visitors. Ecosystem
services are the direct and indirect
contributions of ecosystems to hu-
man well-being'®. This definition im-
plies a dependence of human societies
on well-functioning ecosystems, and
therefore sustainable management and
conservation is critical.

Healthy island ecosystems are known
to provide five key ecosystem services:
food and water provisioning, erosion
and pollination regulation and recre-
ation and eco-tourism. In island envi-
ronments, food provisioning services
can be vital in terms of the economy and
food security. Freshwater is an import-
ant and scarce resource on many small
islands, making water provisioning and
water quality regulation of high priority.
Islands’ cultural ecosystem services in
the form of recreation and eco-tourism
are highly valued by tourists and locals
alike and contribute directly to island
economies and play an important role
in structuring islands’ landscapes'’.
There is increasing recognition of the
wealth of human health benefits that
stem from experiencing nature and bio-
diversity'®. In the Mediterranean cultural
traditions run strong, one such example
can be found in how closely tied native
plants are with traditional human activ-
ities that act in a way to maintain this
species richness®. Erosion control and
pollination regulation play important
roles in the delivery of food provision-
ing. Island ecosystems also contribute
to the maintenance of ecosystem func-
tions: they provide defence against nat-

ural disasters, support nutrient cycling,
and soil and sand formation; and they
contribute to the regulation of climate
and diseases™.

Conserving biodiversity and
therefore strengthening as-
sociated ecosystem ser-
vices, is of utmost impor-
tance and fundamental to
the socio-economic develop-
ment of human communi-
ties particularly in island geo-
graphic contexts.

There is a pressing need to reverse the
trend of biodiversity loss. Action needs
to be taken — at the Mediterranean ba-
sin level to ensure that the ecosystem
services upon which we rely can con-
tinue to serve us. A Mediterranean wide
strategy is urgently needed that will help
the region and individual countries to
strengthen and improve management
efficiency in protected areas and other
natural spaces, along with an integrat-
ed approach to significantly change
production and consumption models.
To this end, we are witnessing the in-
troduction of global, regional, local or
thematic strategic visions and initiatives
that intend to contribute to the conser-
vation and sustainable use of biodiver-
sity in islands.
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At the international level, there are the
CBD Island diversity Programme of work

(https:/www.cbd.int/island/pow.shtml)
and Global Island Partnership (GLISPA
https://www.cbd.int/island/glispa.sht-

ml) that “assists islands in addressing
one of the world’s greatest challenges:
to conserve and utilise the invaluable
island natural resources that support
people, cultures, and livelihoods in their
island homes around the world.” The
Small Islands Organisation (SMILO), a
partner to MIC and this current project,
is creating a network of small islands
with a shared vision to foster innova-
tions on islands that benefit the local
population and their environment. They
are helping small islands curb the im-
pacts caused by human development
and activities and are focusing on sus-
tainable solutions in the fields of water
& sanitation, waste, energy, biodiversi-
ty, landscape and heritage. In 2021, the
Virtual Islands Summit and the Island
Space at CBD COP26 brought together
influential changemakers, experts, and
entrepreneurs to devise strategic vi-
sions and discuss the innovation taking
place on global islands. In addition to

these visions and strategies, interesting
initiatives to find workable sustainable
solutions for the future are being pio-
neered e.g., the adoption of emissions
trading schemes and clean solar en-
ergy schemes that aim to improve the
sustainability of island communities.

The Mediterranean islands are unique
hotspots of biodiversity, within the
greater Mediterranean hotspot, thanks
to their rich and endemic flora®°. Yet
they do not exist independently. It is not
just one island, or one island next to an-
other that contributes to this wealth, it
is the combined existence of them all
that gives the Mediterranean such ex-
traordinary variety. Thus, an integrated
and targeted sustainable development/
conservation approach for the Mediter-
ranean islands, promoting cooperation
under a common regional vision offers
a key contribution to preserving the ex-
traordinary and unique biodiversity of
the Mediterranean islands and to secur-
ing the ecosystem services fundamen-
tal to socio-economic development and
preservation of its rich cultural heritage.
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1.2.

Why a strategy for the preservation of biodiversity on

Mediterranean islands?

"The Mediterranean constitutes a very
rich field of investigation for the study
and understanding of island facts,
and a field of specific actions for strat-
egies for the protection and develop-
ment of islands" (Louis Brigand et al.,
UNEP - BP/RAC, 1991 cited in ™). This
observation, drawn up in 1991, is even
more relevant today, particularly con-
cerning the development agenda in
small islands, where many local, na-
tional and international stakeholders
are looking to ensure the conservation
and sustainable use of the natural and
cultural heritage of these exceptional
territories. In addition, conservation
operations on islands are excellent
examples of how these territories
can contribute to global conservation
progress: solutions found locally can
often be replicated and inspire global
solutions.

To date several initiatives and proj-
ects have aimed to improve the con-
servation of Mediterranean islands
biodiversity, yet such efforts have of-
ten been localised, small-scale and/
or lacked the regional coordination
necessary to bring about significant
change. A common vision and strate-
gy for the Mediterranean islands bio-
diversity is therefore needed to boost
and enhance conservation and sus-
tainable use of these territories. The
aim of this document is to outline a
shared vision and strategy that will al-
low for coherence and alignment with
the principles of different international
treaties such as the aforementioned
CBD Islands Programme of Work and
Glispa, Resolution XlIl.14/2015 of the
Ramsar Convention (the only legal text

that treats Mediterranean islands as a
group), the Integrated Coastal Zone
Management (ICZM) Protocol (Art. 12
which grants “special protection to is-
lands, including small islands”), Article
174 of the Treaty on the Functioning
of the European Union which requires
members to “pay particular attention
to island regions”, the CPMR Islands
Commission which urges “European
Institutions and Member States to pay
special attention to the islands, to ac-
knowledge the permanent handicaps
resulting from their insularity, and to
implement policies that are best suit-
ed to their condition” and the Charter
on the Conservation and Sustainable
Use of Biological Diversity on Europe-
an Islands of the Council of Europe. In
fact, the latter indicates “the situation
and characteristics of islands require
the development and application of
specially-adapted approaches and
tools for problems analyses and re-
sponse measures?'.”

The Mediterranean region is data de-
ficient and the lack of scientific knowl-
edge continues to hamper conser-
vation efforts. Information specific to
islands is even less available, hence it
is only possible to portray a regional
level overview, whilst at the same time
highlighting the need for improved
data collection and monitoring of is-
lands. For example, within the last 60
years the Mediterranean has lost 41%
of its top predators, over 20% of Med-
iterranean species are threatened with
extinction and estimates suggest 30
endemic species will become extinct
by the end of the 21st century?2. Sail
erosion is estimated to be twice as
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high in the European Mediterranean than
in the rest of Europe®. In Italy alone soil
erosion is causing an annual loss of EUR
619 million with 33% of its total agricultur-
al area affected by severe erosion?. Over
1000 non-indigenous species have been
recorded in the Mediterranean Sea and
are estimated to generate costs of EUR
26.8 billion?. And with temperatures going
up 20% faster in the Mediterranean than
the global average, there has never been
a more critical or urgent time for action?®.

The outline of a common Biodiversity
Strategy on Mediterranean islands, pre-
sented here, can constitute a valuable
entry point for action to address many of
the challenges facing the region including
habitat degradation, pollution and eutro-

phication, over exploitation, bioinvasions,
and impacts of climate change, as well as
putting forward opportunities for growth of
the blue economy, nature-based tourism,
ecological restoration, and an increase in
natural and socio-economic wellbeing for
island communities.

Addressed to conservation bodies and
relevant actors working throughout the
Mediterranean region, the present doc-
ument aims to contribute to the effort of
bringing biodiversity to the forefront. It
highlights the importance of biodiversi-
ty as a key pillar for supporting contin-
ued socioeconomic development and
resilience of Mediterranean islands that
will ensure a brighter tomorrow.
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Current trend
and challenge
affecting the
Mediterranean
Islands
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For the most part Mediterranean islands and
continental coastlines are faced with the
same, numerous and interrelated, threats,
but often the challenges facing biodiversity
on, and surrounding islands, are more se-
vere. Their isolation, smaller size, the density
of human populations and concentration of
economic activities and the fact that islands
are often simpler systems make them more
sensitive to threats (Louis Brigand et al.,
UNEP - BP/RAC, 1991 cited in ).

resources.

Impacts of tourism: frequentation,
urbanisation, overexploitation of natural

Tourism, urban development and artificial-
isation of natural habitats (particularly in
coastal areas), overfishing, extensive farm-
ing and other types of land use changes are
some of the most pressing threats impact-
ing Mediterranean islands biodiversity and
ecosystems, combined with a significant
transformation of lifestyle, culture and heri-
tage. The table below summarises the main
threats leading to environmental degrada-
tion on Mediterranean islands and increased
climate challenges.

Impacts of economic model: overexploitation

of natural resources including overfishing,
agricultural practices (intensification and land

abandonment), soil and water pollution and

water scarcity.

Multi-factorial threats: Habitat loss, invasive
species, marine pollution, non-implementation
of environmental legislation.
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Impacts from climate change including
drier conditions due to less rainfall and
variations in land and sea temperature
are increasingly more evident in the
Mediterranean than in other regional
seas?. Its semi-enclosed nature pre-
vents rapid water exchange and there-
fore makes it more sensitive to tempera-
ture and pH variations?®. Together with
high human pressure from densely pop-
ulated coastal areas, climate change is
making the Mediterranean Sea an es-
pecially vulnerable place?®. Worryingly,
its islands are the areas most impacted
by these changes.

Climate change is occurring faster than
expected by the scientific community
and rapidly altering temperature and
precipitation patterns. As a result, spe-
cies are being forced to migrate to other
habitats if possible or to adapt to their
new climate. The changes are occurring
at such speed that they are potential-
ly exceeding the adaptive capacity and
resilience of island ecosystems?®°. Some

small low-lying islands face the increas-
ing threat of water shortages and sea
level rise, leading to habitat loss be-
cause of this encroachment. Of in-
creasing concern is that climate change
along with (associated) natural risks
such as fire and heavy rains are also
contributing to the destruction of natu-
ral habitats. Climate change favours the
introduction of invasive exotic species,
which often outcompete local popula-
tions and can cause major changes to
population and ecosystem dynamics.
In combination with invasive species
climate change and these natural risks
are exacerbating the degradation of is-
land ecosystems.

Climate change and bio invasions are
happening in already degraded sys-
tems which means their impacts are
much more detrimental and together
all the threats facing the Mediterranean
Sea are acting together to push marine
biodiversity into decline?®*'.
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2.1.

Main socioeconomic trends on Mediterranean islands

Urbanisation - Demography

As stated previously the 22 countries
bordering the Mediterranean Sea are
home to a total of 529 million inhabi-
tants: 205 million live on the northern
shore and 324 on the southern and
eastern shore®. Based on current
trends, in the next 30 years (2020-
2050), the population of the Mediterra-
nean region will increase by 90 million
inhabitants, reaching 611 million. In
2050, one third of the Mediterranean
population will live on the northern

Tourism

A leading tourism destination, both
for domestic and international travel-
lers, the Mediterranean receives more
than 300 million international tourists
a year which accounts for 30% of to-
tal world tourism®. This figure is ex-
pected to reach 500 million by 2030%.
The tourism industry is one of the
major economic sectors of the region
and therefore an extremely important
source of income for the Mediterra-
nean and its islands, especially the
smaller ones. Most island economies
are dependent on tourism. Annually
coastal tourism in the Mediterranean
generates €300 billion and marine

.
© NounProject
Nithinan Tatah

shore, and two thirds on the southern
and eastern shores®*. The increasing
population combined with changes in
lifestyle and demand patterns result
in growing demands for water, ener-
gy and food from the Mediterranean
Basin. The overexploitation of exist-
ing water reservoirs and groundwater
aquifers and the enhanced utilisation
of ecosystem services adds increased
stress to islands.

© NounProject
WEBTECHOPS LLP

tourism €110%. Tourism represents
around 9,5% of the EU GDP, for insu-
lar regions, with this share increasing
between 15-30% of GDP, and even
50% for several islands®. For exam-
ple, the Greek Islands represent 60%
of Hellenic tourism, an activity that
contributed 20.8% to GDP in 2019.
In recent years, the consequences of
COVID-19 on tourism have had signifi-
cant impacts in insular regions, which
in part has led to the development of
the CPMR Islands Commission draft
action plan 2022-2023 (see ).

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean
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Transport

The Mediterranean represents only
1% of the surface of the seas and
oceans, but it accommodates 15% of
global shipping®. Vital for the island
communities, their development and
increased transport links are prob-
lematic for the environment. Transport
is therefore a priority subject for the
Mediterranean and it is systematical-
ly included in international provisions
targeting islands (for example, in the
Mediterranean Strategy for Sustain-
able Development, in the framework
of the Barcelona Convention). The
“Mediterranean Corridor” is a large-
scale EU transport project that has

financed 54 rail projects and 33 mari-
time ones, connecting the coastal ar-
eas of the basin. These projects mean
to support passengers and freight traf-
fic, which is expected to double be-
tween 2010-2030%. This growth will
come at a significant cost to the envi-
ronment with increasing impacts from
chemical pollution (hydrocarbons),
noise pollution and collisions with ma-
rine mammals*. These environmen-
tal impacts are an issue for the whole
Mediterranean basin, but they are of
critical importance for the region's
Marine Protected Areas, which are
mostly concentrated around islands.
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Figure 2: Marine Traffic Density map

Source: https:/www.marinetraffic.com/, extracted on the 24/03/2022
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Fisheries

Although the Mediterranean represents,
along with the Black Sea, only 6% of the
world fishing industry, it continues to be
an important contributor to the region’s
economy and is an activity traditionally
linked to island life. The overall annual
economic value of fisheries in the region
is estimated at €9.4 billion and contrib-
utes livelihoods to a total of 785,000
people, 57% of which are linked to
small-scale fishing*'#2. Worryingly, the
Mediterranean and Black Sea have the
highest percentage (62.5%) of stocks
being fished at unsustainable levels*'.

Island communities specialised in fish-
ing have existed since antiquity. These
communities hold a wealth of cultural
heritage with incredible local ecologi-
cal knowledge and traditional practices,
some of which favour sustainable fish-

ing.
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However, over the last few decades, in
the context of a global fishing economy,
the relationship fishers have with their
activity has been changing. The impor-
tance of these islands for the fishing in-
dustry therefore goes far beyond their
limited territories because fishery prod-
ucts are no longer intended for local
consumption only. In this context, the
Mediterranean islands bear an unequal
challenge. Despite a specific regulatory
framework, small islands compete with
the global market, which demands a
continued increase in production.

The Kerkennah Islands in Tunisia pro-
vide a fair illustration of the dilemma
between tradition and competitiveness.
The traditional fishing activity included
the use of palm leaves to create fixed
fisheries in the low waters that surround
the islands. This method requires time
consuming preparation of the palm
leaves. Pressured to produce more to
capture larger quantities of fish, the
use of palm leaves was replaced by
plastic. Therefore, palm trees declined
as fishermen no longer had a need to
conserve them**#4, The change in pro-
duction scale and methods has caused
a significant environmental imbalance
that has rendered the fishing practices
unsustainable*®. These fishing islands
are not endowed with any specific
legal measure that would allow the
environmental and social balance to
be restored.

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean
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2.2.

Biodiversity policies and laws within
the Mediterranean islands contexts

Islands are addressed by international,
regional and national laws and policies for
three different reasons. First of all, their
biodiversity needs special attention. Sec-
ondly, islands are significant for maritime
boundaries. Finally, islands create living
conditions that are hard for humans, and
laws are used to ease them.

Policy frameworks to protect
island biodiversity

At global level, the need to conserve island
biodiversity is widely recognized, increas-
ingly so in response to climate change.
However, this recognition has been trans-
lated into legal and political texts as an
intention for action rather than to pro-
vide specific measures and/or tools. The
aforementioned CBD Island Biodiversity
Programme of Work provides one such
example. As does, Agenda 21, adopted in
1992 at the Earth Summit by 178 States,
proposed for the first time, in Chapter 17,
that small islands are territories that re-
quire priority protection, since they are
particularly vulnerable to climate change.
Being a declarative and non-binding doc-
ument, it aimed to inspire States to adapt
their national laws accordingly. Similarly,
at the eighth CBD meeting (Brazil, March
2006), the Conference of the Parties ad-
opted the first-ever programme of work
dedicated solely to the uniqueness and
fragility of island biodiversity (decision
VIII/1). “Its aim was to significantly reduce
the rate of island biodiversity loss by 2010
and beyond as a contribution to poverty
alleviation and the sustainable develop-
ment of islands, particularly small island
developing States*.”

Being specific to wetlands conservation
at the international level, the Ramsar Con-
vention on Wetlands addresses several
aspects of island wetlands. The text of
the Convention allows that islands are en-
listed as a whole as wetlands of interna-
tional importance, as article 2 states that
“The boundaries of each wetland shall
be precisely described and also delimit-
ed on a map and they may incorporate
riparian and coastal zones adjacent to the
wetlands, and islands or bodies of ma-
rine water deeper than six metres at low
tide lying within the wetlands, especially
where these have importance as water-
fowl habitat.”

Going further from the simple establish-
ment of protected areas, Resolution Xll.14
of the 12th Conference of the Parties
of the Ramsar Convention proposes a
methodology for action to protect island
wetlands in the Mediterranean. This Res-
olution gave impetus to a Mediterranean
dynamic to compile an inventory of island
wetlands whose existence was not regis-
tered and to adopt legal instruments for
their protection.

Transboundary policy processes have
continued to highlight the importance
of addressing biodiversity challenges in
Mediterranean islands. The EU Biodi-
versity Strategy, which is applicable to
islands, sets up ambitious goals to be
achieved by 2030 to protect and restore
nature, as biodiversity and well-function-
ing ecosystems are the “key to boost our
resilience”. A more island-centred exam-
ple comes from the Council of Europe,
whose “Charter on the conservation and
sustainable use of the biodiversity of the
islands of Europe” recognises the need
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management to allow the conservation of
island biodiversity*©.

The Mediterranean islands’ biodiversity
issues are taken into consideration by the
Convention for the Protection of the Ma-
rine Environment and the Coastal Region
of the Mediterranean, also known as the
Barcelona Convention. It contains region-
al plans with binding targets as well as
some specific provisions for islands, such
as those referenced at the Protocol on In-
tegrated Coastal Zone Management. Its
article 12 states that the contracting Par-
ties “undertake to accord special protec-
tion to islands, including small islands”,
protection that can be reflected in nation-
al coastal plans and programs.

The Barcelona Convention has estab-
lished a list of Specially Protected Areas
of Mediterranean Importance (SPAMIs),
with the goal of promoting international
cooperation for the conservation of nat-
ural heritage by choosing flagship sites
of Mediterranean biodiversity. Although
there is no explicit reference to the need
to protect islands, half of the SPAMI sites
are on islands which reflects their signifi-
cance for biodiversity protection (21 out
of 39 sites).

In addition, since the end of the 20th cen-
tury, there has been a favourable trend
towards the designation of protected ar-
eas which are insular or include islands,
on both shores of the Mediterranean,
with variable protection and conserva-
tion status, such as the Habibas Islands
UNESCO Nature Reserve in Algeria (also
a SPAMI) or the Palm Islands in Leba-
non (National nature reserve, SPAMI and
Ramsar Wetland), Zembra-Zembretta
National Park in Tunisia (also UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve under the Man and
Biosphere Programme and a SPAMI) or
Port-Cros in France (National parc and
SPAMI) or the Marine Protected Area of
Tavolara in Sardinia.
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Policy frameworks to
regulate island maritime
delimitation

Islands play an important role in maritime
boundary delimitation. Negotiated for 20
years, the Convention on the Law of the
Sea, regulates the regime of islands by
stating that the inhabited islands or those
having an economic life can have their
own maritime zones (art. 121). Uninhab-
ited islands (‘rocks’) have only a territorial
sea and a contiguous zone. This ambig-
uous provision leaves the possibility of

on the status of the island as inhabited
or not. This ambiguity has created several
disputes, especially in southern China. In
the Mediterranean, maritime delimitations
still create conflicts between States and
islands are at the heart of the claims. For
example, there are delicate delimitations
between Cyprus, Lebanon, and Israel,
between Greece and Turkey and between
France and Spain. The conflicts on the
delimitation of the marine space have an
economic and an ecological stake since
the coastal States have the responsibili-
ty to also protect the environment in their
maritime zones.

changing the regime applied depending

Table 1: Summary of the provisions specific to the islands.

Geography

Legal text Provision concerning islands

Art. 121: defines islands and clarifies
maritime zones around them.
“Rocks”, meaning islands which can-
not sustain human habitation or eco-
nomic life, can only have a territorial
sea and a contiguous zone.

Law of the Sea Convention
UNCLOS, (1982) — binding
agreement

Islands are priority areas due to their
vulnerability to climate change and
their other characteristics and should
be the subject of international coop-
eration.

Agenda 21 - Chapter 17
(1992):
non-binding text

Convention on Bio|ogica| Decision VIII / 1 (2006) “Program of
Diversity (CBD) - binding work on island biodiversity”: it pro-
text poses the restoration of 15% of de-
graded island ecosystems.

Art. 2.1: Islands can be protected as
wetlands.

Convention on the Protec-
tion of Wetlands (Ramsar,

1972) - binding text —
Decision XIV / (2015) on the conserva-

tion of island wetlands in the Mediter-
ranean: States must increase efforts
to conserve and restore island wet-
lands.
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Geography Legal text

Provision concerning islands

Protocol on Integrated
Coastal Zone Manage-
ment of the Barcelona
Convention (2007) - bind-

Art. 12: States must provide special
protection to the islands. Nation-
al coastal plans must consider the
specificities of the island environ-

17

ing text

ment.

Mediterranean

binding text

Berne Convention — non

Charter on the conservation and
sustainable use of the biodiversity
of European islands (2011).

Policy frameworks to ease
island living conditions

Island living conditions lead to the adop-
tion of regulations of socio-economic
activities, whose goal is to ease human
difficulties. These matters are mostly reg-
ulated at a national or EU level. For exam-
ple, the legal framework for the tourism
sector is mainly a decision of national and
regional authorities. At the international
level, there are only declaratory provi-
sions. For example, the Charter of Lan-
zarote, which applies to all islands, states
that tourism must "contribute to sustain-
able development" and "respect the frag-
ile balances which characterise many
tourist destinations, in particular small
islands"'. The European Union has a sup-
porting competence in this matter, so it
can only intervene to complete the action
of the Member States. The financial stake
both for the State and for the inhabitants
is gigantic and can compromise the es

1

UNESCO / UNWTO / UNEP, Charter of Lanzarote, art. 2, 1995.

Source: S. Petit, A. Abreu, P. Emmanouilidou and K. Hogg,

tablishment of regulatory tourism policies
adapted to the challenges of nature con-
servation and island biodiversity.

As mentioned previously, within the EU,
member States are required to “pay par-
ticular attention to island regions” under
Article 174 of the Treaty on the Function-
ing of the European Union. This attention
can be translated into different types of
legal measures adapted to island partic-
ularities. However, the main goal of the
article is to trigger measures that serve to
reduce the gap between the level of de-
velopment of island and mainland regions
and not to protect island biodiversity. In-
deed, the EU Parliament report on a strat-
egy for sustainable tourism, repeats the
importance of considering insularity®’.

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean
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However, there are several international
and Mediterranean wide declarations and
initiatives that have been designed to in-
fluence policy and be adopted by nation-
al and regional authorities with the goal
to make tourism more sustainable. For
example, the CPMR InterMediterranean
Commission task force on culture and
sustainable tourism#. The DestiMedPlus
project which aimed to improve levels of
integration between tourism and conser-
vation policies through the creation of ec-
otourism itineraries. This project also led
to the development of a Mediterranean
Ecotourism Consortium and a Mediterra-
nean ecotourism policy roadmap which
provides policy makers at regional and
local level with context and key policy
orientations for the development of eco-
tourism governance and the integration of
tourism and conservation policies in the
Mediterranean“®.

The BEST MED project is another ex-
ample. It is creating a Network of Sus-
tainable Tourism Observatories for the
Mediterranean (NSTO), gathering bod-
ies / entities / organisations dealing with
tourism data monitoring / management
around the Mediterranean basin, to share
ideas, techniques, and tools, and to build
multi-level cooperation to seek the best
solutions and work in a common direc-
tion towards sustainable tourism*. The
Glasgow Declaration is another major
step towards international commitments
for improved tourism. The declaration
aims to lead and align climate action
across tourism stakeholders, including
government and institutional agencies;
donors and financial institutions; interna-
tional organisations; civil society; the pri-
vate sector; and academia®.

- © Gratisograj
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Despite the available information on bio-
diversity at national and international lev-
el, the importance of Mediterranean is-
lands’ biodiversity remains unrecognised
and undervalued. This is hindering the
acknowledgement of the urgency re-
quired to address their specific biodiver-
sity challenges.

While some Mediterranean islands have
made advances in promoting conserva-
tion and sustainable development initia-
tives, benefiting from policy frameworks
and programmes with significant invest-
ment, their intrinsic vulnerabilities still re-
main, highlighting the need for adapted
and specific approaches.

The Mediterranean Islands Collective
(MIC), financed by the MAVA Foundation,
has developed the present strategy and
associated action plan which aims to bet-
ter preserve the biodiversity of the Med-
iterranean islands to have coherent and
collaborative action between the actors
already working in the region. The strat-
egy has been developed through exten-
sive collaboration between PIM and MIC
partners and in-depth consultations at
national and regional level and is outlined
below. The goal of the strategic plan is
to stop further loss of biodiversity and to
assist in the recovery of threatened Med-
iterranean island biota by 2030.

Six operational priority pillars provide
a guide for achieving the specific objec-
tives. For each pillar, a set of actions pave
the way for diverse stakeholders that, in
cooperation, at local, national and re-
gional levels will ensure the Strategy can
be delivered and implemented on the
ground.

The specific objectives within each pil-
lar and suggested actions are not an ex-
haustive list and should be treated as a
guide. There are many more interventions
that can be applied in favour of conserva-
tion and sustainable use of biodiversity in
the Mediterranean islands. It should also

be noted that the 6 pillars of the Strate-
gy should be considered in an integrated
manner, whereby any proposed action
may constitute a contribution to more
than one pillar.

In structural and functional terms, it is as-
sumed that without knowledge, it is not
possible to conserve and manage biodi-
versity. Knowledge is the basis for pro-
moting greater awareness and empower-
ment, whether at the level of biodiversity
managers, socio-economic agents or the
population in general. Therefore, knowl-
edge is also the basis for sustaining a
comprehensive communication, that can
be transmitted through different support
channels and be directed at multiple-lev-
els and varied target audiences.

The successful implementation of the
Strategy rests on carefully weighting the
constraints resulting from climate change
and what it implies in terms of adaptation.
Understanding Mediterranean islands as
a whole is key, and the Strategy has to be
implemented in a spirit of solidarity be-
tween island communities, therefore with
the ambition of reducing economic and
capacity gaps between EU and non-EU
Mediterranean countries.

Taking action Iin
the Mediterranean,
for living islands!
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1.

STRENGTHEN KNOWLEDGE AND RAISE AWARENESS ON
MEDITERRANEAN ISLAND BIODIVERSITY

Based on the principle that it is only pos-
sible to preserve what is known, and
even though significant gaps remain in
the existing knowledge on the Mediterra-
nean and its biodiversity, one of the most
problematic issues that exists is that the
information that is available, such as, in-
ventories, knowledge of ecosystems ser-
vices and biodiversity maps, are not al-
ways accessible and available for use by
all relevant stakeholders.

Updated knowledge, organised and
made available in formats suitable and ac-
cessible to different users, is fundamen-
tal and can play a key role in supporting
communication and awareness-raising
actions on the importance of conserving
island biodiversity in the Mediterranean.
Knowledge also plays a central role in
partnership building and awareness of
biodiversity and climate change in the
Mediterranean islands.

Mediterranean islands’ biodiversity in-
cludes a high number of endemic and
indigenous species, many of them with
very small distribution areas. Most of

these species are poorly understood in
terms of conservation status and vulner-
ability to human pressures and climate
change. Under this pillar, the Action Plan
will include activities aimed at:

+ Advancing inventories and map-
ping of biodiversity hotspots at lo-
cal level (species, habitats, ecosys-
tem services) particularly on lesser
researched islands, endangered
species and taxa, and degraded
sites;

+ Developing an integrated regional
insular biodiversity database with
the mapping of Key Island Biodi-
versity Areas;

+ Supporting local-based research
initiatives on biodiversity;

+ Helping local communities under-
stand biodiversity conservation on
the islands;

+ Sharing knowledge (data, best
practices, etc) using up-to-date
communication means at local, na-
tional and regional levels.

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean
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Action plan

Include a risk and
disaster action

Collect and combine relevant plan as part of
information on geology, the Mediterranean
geomorphology, soil biodiversity
conservation, hydrology, with conservation tools

the information on species and
habitats, in particular for the
small islandsat island level

1.1. Creating or
updating inventories
and mapping critical
ecosystem services

Update inventories of key at island level
terrestrial and marine
species (particularly
indicator species) E.g.
seabirds, sponges, corals,
and other lesser known
taxonomic groups such as
lichens, bryophytes and
invertebrates

Create or update island-
specific Red Lists of
terrestrial and marine
endangered species of
Mediterranean Islands

Develop a joint coastal and
marine assessment at
Mediterranean level. Identify
biodiversity hotspots, such
as RAPAM, or ReefCheck
protocol

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean

Map the conservation
status of indigenous and
endemic species and their
habitats (terrestrial and
marine)

Build on existing
initiatives to map and
assess ecosystem
services of terrestrial
and marine islands'
ecosystems in the whole
Mediterranean region



23

Create incentives that establish
1.2. Supporting partnerships with research
local-based institutions that can study the
R e N ELZE0 biodiversity, local ecosystems and
on biodiversity impacts of climate change and make
use of the scientific information to
support management of protected
areas and biodiversity conservation

d o

Promote partnership
and networking
among administration
and co-managers

1.3. Producing

local and regional
biodiversity reports

Dissemination of
updated information
on the state of
biodiversity using
different media

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean



Integrate existing
databases and make
them available and user
friendly by establishing
a systematic and
standardized
programme for
collecting information
on the conservation
status of biodiversity

1.4. Developing an
integrated regional

insular biodiversity
database

Creation of a reference
portal on island
biodiversity in the
Mediterranean

1.5. Promoting

Map key island inclusive stakeholder
stakeholders to help involvement in the
create links with experts implementation
and improve their of biodiversity

understanding of, and conservation actions
participation in, natural
heritage conservation
activities

Launch a programme to
publicise opportunities

and ways of participating in
conservation actions aimed at
people, schools, associations,
companies and other entities,
including citizen science actions
such as data collection
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1.6. Promote

environmental
education

Establish
environmental
education in
schools at all levels

Create local natural
history museums, and
museums that celebrate
island culture and

traditions that promote 1.7. Involve
sustainable use of the cultural

resources sector in raising
awareness

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean
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2.

EMBED CAPACITY FOR BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION
AND SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT AT THE ISLAND LEVEL

Despite a general understanding and
knowledge of the major threats and
needs related with the management of
island biodiversity conservation, public
managers, technical staff and other ac-
tors require capacity building and life-
long training.

Strategic actions under this objective will
cover all relevant areas such as conser-
vation (in situ and ex-situ), project man-
agement, natural resource and landscape
management, enhance ecosystem ser-
vices, facilitate climate change adapta-
tion, green entrepreneurship, innovation
and sustainable agriculture, tourism and
fisheries. Key activities to drive the imple-
mentation of concrete actions should be
aimed at:

Developing and implementing ca-
pacity-building programmes ad-
dressing specific needs on bio-
diversity conservation at local,
national and regional levels;

Promoting initiatives engaging the
socioeconomic sector on con-
servation and sustainable use of
biodiversity (e.g., sustainable na-
ture-based tourism, fisheries, agri-
culture);

Training protected area managers
and technicians on the fundamen-
tals of a co-management approach.

© Pexels - K
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Action plan

Encourage and support
participation of island

Promote stakeholders to pre-
cooperation at existing training
regional level to programmes on
support capacity biodiversity conservation
building initiatives and management of

protected areas in islands

2.1. Develop and
implement capacity-

Conduc_:t agap building programmes

analysis and provide addressing specific

training on needed needs on biodiversity

topics, such as on conservation Facilitate joint training

invasive aliens species
(prevention, monitoring
and eradication)

for protected areas
managers and technical
staff from Mediterranean
Islands that will support
exchange of ideas, and
help generate a common
vision and shared actions

Provide technical
equipment
necessary to

put conservation
measures in place
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Creation and promotion

of a certification system
for economic agents and
sectors that promote the
conservation of nature and
biodiversity

2.2. Promotion of
initiatives engaging
the socio-economic

sector on conservation

and sustainable use of
biodiversity (Ex: sustainable
tourism, fisheries,
agriculture)

Launch and enhance
volunteer programmes in
biodiversity conservation
actions open to companies,
businesses and
associations
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3.

PILOT THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
ISLAND-LEVEL JOINT INITIATIVES IN CONSERVATION
AND RESTORATION OF BIODIVERSITY AND ITS

ECOSYSTEMS

While identifying priorities and enhancing
management capacities, specific actions
should be implemented targeting native,
endangered, endemic species, habitats
and key ecosystem services that are rel-
evant for supporting the wellbeing and
socioeconomic development of island
communities. These actions will drive
joint participatory island-based initia-
tives, gathering all relevant stakeholders.
Exchanges and inter-island knowledge
transfer will be promoted. Key activities
to drive the implementation of concrete
actions should be aimed at:

Developing restoration initiatives
on degraded sites and important
habitats, species and ecosystems;

Enhancing marine invasive alien
species control measures and pro-
grammes;

Promoting co-management ap-
proaches at the level of island
based protected areas.
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Action plan

Based on the assessment

of the conservation status of
biodiversity and ecosystems,
identify priority ecological
restoration needs and
opportunities in the
Mediterranean Islands

Creation of a joint technical
body for the region,
integrating participants

from different islands of the
Mediterranean in order to
offer technical support in

. the design of restoration and
3.1. Promotion of a conservation interventions

regional programme
for identification
and conservation of
priority biodiversity and

ecosystem services

3.2. Development of e E T Al
concrete restoration S
initiatives on degraded e e (98 GErTEC
sites and important Sl 6 cealh ik
ecosystems, habitats
and species
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Capacity building for agents and
entities responsible for biosecurity
and invasive species control,
including proposals to revise legislation
and improve control and monitoring
mechanisms

3.3. Enhance coastal
and marine invasive

alien species control
measures and
programmes

Launch of regional
invasive species
observation/monitoring
campaign with individual
islands plans

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean
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4.

PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE USE OF BIODIVERSITY AND
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES FOR LIVING ISLANDS

Biodiversity and nature conservation be-
ing the pillars of sustainable development
is still not well understood or widely ac-
cepted. Mainstreaming the need to con-
sider biodiversity and nature within other
sectoral and cross cutting policies and
programmes requires awareness and
sensitization. Additionally, it requires con-
crete demonstrations of how biodiversity
and nature-based solutions can contrib-
ute to addressing socioeconomic chal-
lenges and provide opportunities e.g.,
job and benefit creation. Strategies to
achieve this should support the inclusion
of biodiversity in sustainable develop-
ment and policy agendas. Key activities
to drive the implementation of concrete
actions should be aimed at:

Supporting the inclusion of biodi-
versity conservation in all public,
national, and local policies, strate-
gies and plans;

Facilitating stakeholders’ partic-
ipation and engagement in biodi-
versity conservation actions;

Promoting citizen-science initia-
tives related to island biodiversity
conservation;

Engaging with relevant sectors and
developing environmentally sound,
and economically viable, activities
in the fields of tourism, agricul-
ture and fishing at the local level
(e.g., developing circular economy
dynamics, enhancing local value
chains, integrated water resource
management).

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean
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Action plan

Critical review of the main
development strategies at the level

of each island and identification of
proposals for consideration and
integration of biodiversity and
nature conservation in dialogue with
the responsible entities

4.1. Support
the inclusion
of biodiversity

conservation in
all public national,
and local policies,
strategies and plans

Facilitate stakeholder
participation and
engagement in biodiversity
conservation actions

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean

Promotion of citizen
science initiatives

aiming for widespread
participation in actions
relating to the knowledge,
management and
conservation of biodiversity



Put information signs at
protected and sensitive
sites to inform tourists
about the ecological risks
of human activity and
behaviour to adopt while
on site

4.2. Collaborate with
the tourism sector to

promote and enhance
sustainable use of
biodiversity

Create videos on
island biodiversity and
best practices to help
protect it to be shown
on aeroplanes/boats to
the islands
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Create more
protected areas,
in accordance
with species
distribution

4.3. Rethink

protected
areas

Provide concrete
management plans

with effective protection
measures, like monitoring,
patrolling and awareness
raising activities. Enforce
management plans.

Have adequate
environmental impact
assessments, especially

for calculating the impacts 4.4. Make better

of human activities in use of exisiting
the sea (e.g. natural gas environmental
explorations). Potential legislation and
for introducing carrying ensure it is

capacity. enforced

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean

Revisit and
update Natura
2000 sites to
be more in line
with species
distribution

Implement
laws on plastic
pollution
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S.

BUILD A STRONG COMMUNITY OF PRACTICES TO
RECONNECT BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION WITH
RESILIENT ISLAND COMMUNITIES

The strategy seeks to support build-
ing a solid and comprehensive Mediter-
ranean Island community of practices
for addressing biodiversity and climate
change related issues. Communication
and capacity building are key actions
for enhancing participation, cooperation
and knowledge transfer related to island
biodiversity in the Mediterranean region.
Activities to drive the implementation of
concrete actions should be aimed at:

Developing and implementing an
integrated regional communication
programme for island biodiversity
conservation (e.g,. Create a user
friendly and attractive design for
the strategy and promote its dis-
semination)

Implementing a regional capacity
building and transfer knowledge
programme on island biodiversity
management and conservation;

Ensuring a Mediterranean partic-
ipation/voice in relevant interna-
tional biodiversity fora.

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean



37

Action plan

5.1. Develop and
implement an
integrated regional
communication
strategy for island
biodiversity
conservation

5.3. Implement a regional
capacity building
programme on island
biodiversity management
and conservation that
supports knowledge
exchange between
relevant actors

Identification of relevant

5.2. Create a common
communication platform
to integrate and make
information available to
target a broad audience

5.4. Ensure a regional

participation/voice in

relevant biodiversity
international fora

international fora and
events for follow-up
and participation by the
Mediterranean islands

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean
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6.

FACILITATE FINANCING AND GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
FOR LONG TERM AND SUSTAINABLE PROGRAMMES TO
REACH ISLAND CONSERVATION GOALS

Benefiting from the conceptual and op-
erational framework provided by the
Strategy, joint information, conservation
actions and exchanges of experiences
between the islands, and the possibili-
ty of establishing a platform for sharing
and accessing resources for biodiversity
conservation actions should be explored
as a permanent activity. Identifying and
mapping donors or financing opportuni-
ties and capacity building sources in line
with Mediterranean Island biodiversity
conservation goals will be vital for ensur-
ing the sustainability of interventions. Key
activities to drive the implementation of
concrete actions should be aimed at:

Creating a permanent observatory/
forum and Secretariat of Mediter-
ranean Island Biodiversity Conser-
vation;

Identifying and mapping potential
donors for long-term conservation
goals;

Ensuring regular review and up-
dates of Mediterranean Island Bio-
diversity Conservation priorities.

© Pexels - Aldx
Staudinger
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Action plan

6.1. Creation of
a permanent
observatory/forum
of Mediterranean
Island Biodiversity
Conservation priorities

Organisation of annual/
biennial conferences/
meetings to highlight the

most relevant priorities and
programmes for biodiversity
conservation in the
Mediterranean islands. Volunteer
to host international Islands
conferences in the region

Identification of
focal points for

all participating
islands and relevant
organisations

6.2. Identification and
mapping of potential
donors and alternative
funding sources for

long-term conservation
goals (e. g. corporate
social responsibility,
co-management,
stewardship)

6.3. Regularly
review and update
conservation

priorities for
Mediterranean
Island Biodiversity
Conservation

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean
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6.4. Explore Nature-based
Solutions and other funding
opportunities e.g., carbon
offsetting (blue carbon
credits) and the UN-convened
Net-Zero Insurance Alliance
(NZIA), and directing
these and other funds to
conservation activities

6.5. Establish
fees for visiting
some protected
areas and have
fees feed back

into the PA’s

preservation

6.6. Establish fees
for the tourism and
hunter sectors and
ensure fees support
conservation actions

6.7. Plan Bleu proposes
to organise a regional
workshop with other
partners of the region on
cross cutting issues. To
serve as a basis to reflect
together on a project
in 2023 which could be
submitted in 2024 for
funding (H2020...)

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean
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This strategy is intended to serve as a
functional collaborative platform involving
all relevant actors for biodiversity conser-
vation in the Mediterranean islands. The
conservation and sustainable use of bio-
diversity in the Mediterranean islands re-
quires a broad commitment and partic-
ipation from all sectors and is not only
about nature conservation. Development
on each Mediterranean island depends
on the ability to ensure that species and
ecosystems continue to provide key ser-
vices to nature and society.

The scientific community, those respon-
sible for the management of protected
areas or land planning and management,
urban planning, agriculture, fisheries,
tourism, shipping, energy, water sec-
tors, education, local and national gov-
ernments are the recipients and those
responsible for ensuring the implemen-
tation of specific actions that, on each is-
land, give life to the vision and guidelines
agreed in this strategy. Not intending to
replace or overlap with other strategies
and action plans already adopted in the
Mediterranean island space, this strate-
gy aims to facilitate collaborative involve-
ment and participation, interdisciplinarity
and dialogue between parties.

Living islands, for a sustainable Mediterranean
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Timeline,
monitoring,
evaluation,
revision
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The Strategy proposes ten years for its
implementation, considering the general
objectives and the nature and diversity of
interventions included in the Action Plan.
The MIC partners will be responsible for
monitoring the overall progress of the im-
plementation. Annual progress reports
will be produced at island level, enabling
an integrated analysis and evaluation,
and facilitating the exchange of experi-
ence between Mediterranean islands.

The Strategy will include a mid-term re-
view at the end of the 4" year, allowing
for a reordering of priorities and actions
according to the results obtained and the
specific objectives on each island. A final
evaluation, including a proposal for re-
vision of the Strategy, should be carried
out during the last year of the Strategy's
duration.

MIC partners will establish a follow-up
committee responsible for collecting all
the relevant information for supporting the
monitoring and evaluation of the Strategy,
within the observatory. Monitoring and
evaluation will use indicators and targets
assigned to each action and the selection
of indicators and targets should be es-
tablished through a participatory process
involving all relevant stakeholders.

When appropriate, the evaluation and re-
sults should consider the alignment with
national (national biodiversity strategies)
and international (Barcelona Convention,
EU, IPBES, CBD) processes associated
with nature conservation and biodiversity,
underlining Mediterranean islands' con-
tribution in global conservation efforts.

As a final outcome, as promoters of the
strategy, the MIC partners aim to create a
representative observatory for the differ-
ent relevant sectors that will be respon-
sible for analysing developments in the
different strategic guidelines and specif-
ic actions. This planned observatory will
act as the monitoring and follow-up tool,
depending on the targets and indicators
associated with each action, and will also
be responsible for the integration and har-
monisation of the diversity of data from
the different levels of intervention (local,
national, regional) under the Strategy.

a4
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