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Civilisations

have been

In this region
modifying entire

present continuously
for over 10.000 years,
andscapes, disrupting or

destroying the majority of native biocenoses,

and Intro

ducing many new
species







Virtually no ecosystems have been left

untouche







The legacy
of the global redefinition
of the original ecological equilbrium
raises not inconsiderak

problems of
conservation and management




First of all,
In the great majority of the cases it is Imposstble
reconstruct the natural ecosystems of the past,

Irretrievably destroyed and lc
thousands and thousands of
years ago







And in regard to the vulnerability of the ecosyss$
of the Mediterranean islands,
It IS even critical to prevent furth

Introductions




But this leaves the gquestion
of how to treat the allochthonous populations

of certified ancient anthropochorous
origin




If, In fact, the eradications of ra

Rattusrattus (L., 1758) ...







... feral goats...







... and rabbits imported In recent historical timas, |
In many cases fundamental for the recovery of élan
ecosystems,
several of the other anthropochordarsa
represent invaluable historic docume

Images which remain fixed in time
and history




Nor should we overlook the fact that many of them
constitute some of the few available points of
reference for the understanding of the biological a
ecological characteristics of their wild contindnta
ancestors, by now long extii

They therefore deserve to be protected, also
considering them In terms of a veritable
“cultural heritage”






Unlike the case of artistic monuments,
however,
here we are dealing with living organisms which

Interact with the environment in which they h:
been introduced artificially and they have surdive
since ancient times.




Corsica%' ﬁ
ﬂ' Mon én{isto

m Sus scrofa meridionalis Forsyth Major, 1882 ﬁ Capra aegagrus pictus (Erhard, 1858)
Cervus elaphus corsicanus Erxleben, 1777 ﬂ Capra aegagrus dorcas Reichenow, 1888

% Dama dama dama (Linnaeus, 1758) % Ovis orientalis musimon (Pallas, 1811)

Capra aegagrus cretica Schinz, 1838 ﬂ Ovis orientalis ophion Blyth, 1841




Thelr protection and their study can provide an
opportunity for testing a range of different
evolutionary theories

While the importance of these anthropochorous
populations is not comparab

from a biological point of view,
to that of veritable wild populations in their nisl
habitat,
their elevated validity as environmental entities
lies Iin their representing singular historical ltaral,
anthropochorous and biological documents




Thank you




