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FACT SHEET SPECIES

MEDITERRANEAN STORM PETREL

HYDROBATES PELAGIGUS MELITENSIS

{ NOVEMBER2013

'STATUS OF CONSERVATION

Haitat directive - Annex Il IV and V.

Bird Directive : Annex |

Bern Covention : Annex ||

UGN - feast concern

Protocal concerning spesially protecisd areas

‘and biological diversity in the Mediterranean: Annex |1

INTRODUCTION
‘This document was produced in the framewark of the Mechterrancan SmallIslands lnifiative (PIM) in
‘order to compile the essential g monitoring of

Storm Petrel. This document will be updated reguiarly thanks to the contribution of natural protected
managers and scientists members of the working oroup of the *Albatros Projest” (PIM)

‘SPECIES CONTEXT
The

isthe Its bresding rangs is confined
10 the west Palearstic, extending from the northwestern cozst of Europe to the Mediterranean. If used
10 be regarded as moniypic, but in recent years strong differences were nated between the Atiantic
and Mediterranean populations, confirming the distinction of fwo subspecies: H p. pelagicus for
Atiantic birds, and H. p. mel fensis for the Mediterranean birds (Hemery & d Elbes 1985; Cagnon etal
2004; Sangster et al, 2012,

UPDATED GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE COLONIES

‘The current breeding population in the Mediterransan basin is esfimated at 10,712 to 16.419 pairs
These are located in five counlries amounting o a total of twenty colonies (. 1). A further two
possible sites are located in Spain and France respsctively (Tabl# 1). The Maltese Istands, with an
astimats of 5,000 to 8,000 breeding pairs holds 47% of this populatien; the main partis confi ned to
e tiny isletof Filfle, followed by Spain (28%), taly (23%), France (1%) and Greeoe wilh less than 1%.

Breeding has not yet been confirmed for Moroceo, Algeria and Tunisia, There s a possibilty of  bree-
ing colonies on Fabibas Isiand, Algeria (isenmann & Mol 2000) and on La Gailts, Tunisia (Mission
PIM 2006, Benhaj st al, 2008). Single birds have also besn recordd at night during the breeding
season around Zembra and fts satelite isiands (PIM 2012 and 2013).

Wihile the ahove figures cover the breeding population, to date, no estimates for the whole Medterranean
‘populstion are kmown to have ben presentzd,
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= Presentation of the species

= Geographical distribution of the
colonies (Last census data

= Monitoring data available, lack o
information

= last important publications

= Stakes of conservation

What are the next « Fact Sheets » we should make?

»Deadline?
> Editors ?



Harmonization of the monitoring protocols

French sites hosting shearwaters workshop to harmonize
the breeding monitoring protocols and ringing campaigns

What was harmonized?

» Dates of monitoring

» Criteria for identifying breeding

» What information needs to be collected
during ringing

» Calculation method for Breeding success
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RINGING DATA, a common Database
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Currently we are adapting this
database to include data of the 4
french sites => January 2013

What in the future?



Seabirds as bio-indicators of marine pollutions
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